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30,300ha 
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Somerset Wildlife Trust – one of 36 Wildlife Trusts in 
England 
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Mendip Hills Living Landscape – one of over 100 
living landscapes in the UK 
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A recovery plan for nature 

Restore, recreate, reconnect 
 

Living Landscapes are a recovery plan for 
nature championed by The Wildlife 
Trusts since 2006 to help create a 
resilient and healthy environment rich in 
wildlife and to provide ecological 
security for people. 
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In a Living Landscape  

…wildlife, habitats and ecosystems are recovering from 
past declines as we use and manage our land in greater 
harmony with nature 

…wildlife and people are adapting well to climate change 
and natural processes are helping to reduce climate 
impacts 

…people are inspired by, and engaged in, protecting the 
wildlife they experience 

…people recognise the economic and social value of 
nature and the many ways it improves their quality of life 
 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 2006 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 2009 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 2010 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 

The Mendip Hills are the southernmost outcrop of carboniferous 

limestone in the UK. 

 

The Mendip Hills National Character Area 141 covers this 

outcrop 

 

The calcareous grassland and ash-lime woodlands supported 

by this substrate are of national and European importance. 

 

Most of the landscape (19,500ha) is being used by farmers to 

grow grass for milk and beef at competitive prices. 

 

Somerset is the largest producer of crushed-rock aggregate in 

the south of England. 

 

Current average 10 year sales data = 10.82 million tonnes pa 

 

The vast majority comes from the quarries in the eastern part of 

the NCA (two have their own rail heads connecting to the main 

line). Quarry companies own nearly 2000ha of the land 
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Making Space for Nature: 

A review of England’s Wildlife Sites and 

Ecological Network 

Chaired by Professor Sir John Lawton CBE FRS 

Submitted to the Secretary of State, the Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs September 2010 

Key messages: 

Improve the quality of current sites by better habitat management - 

Better 

Increase the size of current wildlife sites - Bigger 

Create new sites - More 

Enhance connections between, or join up, sites, either through 

physical corridors, or through “stepping stones” – Joined up 

Reduce the pressures on wildlife by improving the wider 

environment including through buffering wildlife sites – Reduced 

pressure 
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County Minerals  

Plan review: 

Options Consultation 

Dec 2011- Feb 2012 

Opinion was split on 

many of the aggregate 

issues and options e.g. 

the size of the crushed 

rock landbank, additional 

reserves and the 

restoration of sites. 
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Issue A5: Restoration and after-use in the East Mendips 

 

Option a: Restoration and after-use of quarry sites should be 

determined on a site by site basis. 

 

Option b: Restoration should be determined by meeting criteria 

defined in an agreed long term strategic landscape scale restoration 

strategy for the East Mendips. 

42%

(15 responses)

11%

(4 responses)

47%

(17 responses)

Option a

Option b

Other



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

© Matthew Peaster 

SOMERSET Features of ecological networks (from Lawton et al, 2010) 

So what is a coherent, resilient ecological network? 

How will we know if we’ve got one? 
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“The delivery of Preferred Policy 

SMP5 should be informed by current 

work on the Mendip Hills Ecological 

Network, which is being undertaken 

by Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Living 

Landscape team in conjunction with 

Somerset County Council as part of 

the new requirement in National 

Policy to assess existing and 

potential components of ecological 

networks”. 

County Minerals  

Plan review: 

Preferred Options 

Consultation to Mar 2013 

The area considered for 

landscape scale 

restoration is NCA 141 
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Going back to Lawton: 

 

Lawton didn’t reveal the full scale of the 

challenge. Bigger, better, more and joined-up? 

 

It was hard enough stopping wildlife habitats 

getting smaller, worse, fewer and more isolated. 

 

Ecological networks depend on a detailed 

knowledge of species’ needs.  

 

We will probably never know enough detail about 

every species’ needs 

 

Modelling the networks maybe the only practical 

way available to us 
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County Minerals Plan review: 

Restoration Topic Paper – focused on NCA 141 
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We are using the network maps in other ways: with Local 
Planning Authorities to inform emerging local plans 
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We are using the network maps in other ways: to target agri-
environment schemes & land management advice 
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Seeds for Change 

High quality grass forage trials on 
Mendip 
 
4 trials on three farms 
 
Sown and managed as temporary 
grass leys 
 
Cut twice a year for silage 
 
A resting period to allow for 
flowering herbs (3-5 weeks) 
 
A control seed mix (the farmer’s 
usual) 
 
A test seed mix – 5 grasses, 7 
legumes,  5 herbs 
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Seeds for Change 

Monitoring establishment of seed 
mix 
 
Do the various species in the mix 
germinate and persist?  
 
Measuring forage quality: 
 
Digestibility  
Crude protein  
Metabolisable energy 
 
The mix can be tailored to suit  
 
It has been very successful in the 
trials (one farmer has added 30 
acres without ELS payments) 
 
Available as EK21 
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Some next steps: 
 
Use the NCA 141 ecological 
networks to target (N)ELMS 
availability and Ecological 
Focus Areas.  
 
Partnership approaches as a 
delivery vehicle for NCA 
statements of opportunity 
 
Establish as a locally 
determined Nature 
Improvement Area (NIA) 



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 
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Sarah Jackson  

Mendip Hills AONB unit 

 



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 

 

 

 

Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) 

Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 

 Local authorities (B&NES, N.Som, SCC, Mendip, Sedgemoor) 

 Natural England 

 National Trust 

 NFU/CLA 

 Somerset and Avon Wildlife Trusts 

 Somerset and Avon Community Councils 

 Parish Council reps 

 Mendip Society/CPRE 

Statutory AONB Management Plan  2014-19 (to be adopted) 

Delivery Plan 2014-19 

 



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 
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Relationship between NCAs and AONB Management Plans 
(1) 
NCAs 118 Bristol, Avon Valleys and Ridges /141 Mendip Hills 
 

 
 
 



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 

 

 

 

 

Relationship between NCA(s) and AONB Management Plan 
 
Both NCAs reference Mendip Hills AONB Management Plan 2009 -2014 
objectives and actions 
 
Statements of Environmental Opportunity incorporated into revised AONB 
Plan context and objectives 2014-19 
 
Ecosystems services  – incorporated into Management Plan 2014-19: 
 
National importance;                Regional importance: 
 Sense of place/inspiration  Food provision 
 Sense of history   Water availability 
 Tranquility   Regulating water quality 
 Recreation   Regulating soil erosion 
 Biodiversity 
 Geodiversity 
 
 



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 

 

 

 

Relationship between NCAs and AONB Management Plans 
 
Environmental Information: 
 NCA Key facts and data  
 
 ‘Framework for monitoring Environmental Outcomes in 
 protected landscapes’ - Natural England data provided to 
 AONBs/National Parks  
 
Special Qualities – referenced in NCA summary, Statements of 
Environmental Opportunity, description .. 
 
Special Qualities – 12 listed as Statement of Significance - focus of AONB 
Management 
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Mendip Hills NCA Landscape scale initiatives 
 
 
Locally determined Nature Improvement Area (NIA) 
Mendip Rocks! Framework 
Mendip Rocks! Festival 
Quarry Faces 
 
Mendip Hills Fund  



 

                Mendip Hills AONB Partnership 

 

 

 
Monitoring  
 
AONB Management Plan –  
 AONB Delivery Plan  
 Annual Review 
 Framework for monitoring Environmental Outcomes in 
 protected landscapes  
 State of the AONB report 
 
NCA –  Use as a decision making tool 
 State of the NCA – potential Nature Improvement Area 
 (NIA)? 


